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in the Indies, who fill all the lower grades of the Civil
Service, and can and do rise to the higher ranks. There are
nearly a quarter of a million Dutch and Eurasians in the
Indies, and also i|- million Chinese, who, as in British
Malaya, largely monopolize trading enterprise.
A free trade policy has long been pursued by the Dutch
Government as generally beneficial to the East Indies,
although this had to be modified in certain respects during
the great depression after the first world war, which also
led to the growth of the Netherlands Indies' national debt.
During tie war, a Dutch Realm was proclaimed, including
the Netherlands Indies with Holland in one system and
providing for a large measure of self-government of the
overseas territories. As a result of Japanese occupation,
however!, the movement for Javanese independence was
accelerated. British troops occupied the country to clear out
the Japanese, and ultimately the Dutch Government came
to an agreement with the Indonesians whereby the latter set
up a self-governing constitution.
BELGIUM
As with Holland, Belgium presents the case of a small
mother country governing a large Colonial territory. In this
instance, indeed, there is only one Colony to be considered,
the Belgian Congo, but this occupies over 900,000 square
miles, of Central Africa (eighty times the size of Belgium)
though the population is not more than 10 milling with
about 25,000 whites, mostly officials and merchants.
The Belgians are not normally a colonizing people and
the Congo came into the hands of the Belgian State only
through a personal adventure of its monarch Leopold II
The opening up of the Congo was largely due to Stanley
the explorer, who made treaties with many native chieftains
and urged the British Government to undertake its pro-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